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FOREWORD 


Soviet orders and medals are mile- 
stones in the history of the USSR, a 
record of the progress made by the 
world's first socialist Country over 
the last seventy-odd years. This 
period was characterised by unex- 
ampled valour displayed by the 
Soviet people in the defence of their 
Homeland in war and by their heroic 
efforts in the building of a new 
society. 

An award gives an insight into the 
life of the person who has received it 
and the feat he or she performed. 

An order or medal is historical evi- 
dence. It can, for instance, help es- 
tablish the name of a person who 
was listed as missing for many years. 
In July 1943 Alexander Gorovets, a 
fighter pilot, engaged 20 Luftwaffe 
bombers near the town of Kursk 
(Central Russia). The pilot was 
killed in the battle, but not before he 
managed to shoot down nine of the 
Nazi planes. 

Fourteen years later some collect- 
ive farmers discovered the wreckage 
of a fighter in their field. The remains 
of the pilot were identified as 
Alexander Gorovets, Hero of the 
Soviet Union, only thanks to the 





number on the Order of the Red 
Banner he was wearing. 

In some cases it took many years 
before the award could be presented 
to the person honoured with it. As of 
today the USSR Ministry of Defence 
has not been able to present some 
million and a half orders and medals, 
because the officers and men on 
whom they have been bestowed 
have not returned from battle or are 
missing. 

The system of awards here in the 
USSR took shape over a long period 
of time. On November 10, 1917 the 
All-Russia Executive Committee and 
the Council of People’s Commissars 
issued a Decree on the Abolition of 
Estates and Civilian Ranks. The 
Decree eliminated the orders and 
medals of tsarist Russia. A Decree of 
December 16, 1917 On_ the 
Equalisation of the Rights of All 
Servicemen eliminated all insignia 
and badges. In January 1918 the 
new state officially abolished the 
Council for the Awarding of Russian 
Imperial Orders which existed within 
the framework of the Ministry for the 
Imperial Court. These acts elim- 


inated the class system of awards of 


pre-revolutionary Russia and 
marked the birth of a democratic 
system under which an award ts be- 
stowed for a feat of valour or for a 
major labour contribution regardless 
of the person’s social origin or 
status. There are still quite a few 
countries which have awards that 
can be given only to members of 
royal families or the ruling circles. 
Such awards are not for common 
people. Soviet Russia was the first 
state in the world to introduce 
awards that could be given to any 
citizen regardless of his or her social 
origin. This principle has been con- 
solidated in the law and is also ap- 
plied in practice. 

To honour citizens who distin- 
guished themselves in the defence 
of the revolution or through labour, 
the newly-formed Soviet state es- 


tablished the Order of the Red 
Banner of the RSFSR _ (Russian 
Soviet Federative Socialist 


Republic) on September 16, 1918. 

In those days the republic was 
fighting for its survival in a ring of 
blockade. The country’s effort was 
concentrated on defeating the forces 
of the White Guards and foreign 
intervention. To honour the Red 
Armymen for meritorious conduct 
in combat the command would 
award them with field glasses, 
watches and cigarette cases bearing 
pertinent inscriptions engraved on 
silver plates. 

The presentation of Revolutionary 
Arms (pistols and sabres) to indi- 


vidual fighters or of Revolutionary 
Red Colours to Red Army units were 
regarded as_ highly _ prestigious 
honours. 

On August 1, 1924 a single Order 
of the Red Banner was established 
for the whole of the USSR. It was 
the first national award. Before that 
there were orders of separate Soviet 
republics (they were introduced 
after the Order of the Red Banner of 
the RSFSR). Owing to their historic 
importance they were made of an 
equal status with the USSR Order of 
the Red Banner. 

At present the USSR has 80 
orders and medals, some of which 
have several classes. 

Decorations are worn in keeping 
with definite rules. Orders attached 
to the garment with the help of a 
ribbon (with the exception of the 
Order of Victory which ts _ rigidly 
fixed to the garment) are worn on 
the left breast. All medals (with the 
exception of the Distinguished 
Military Service Medal, 1st and 2nd 
Class) are also worn on the left 
breast in order of seniority from right 
to left. The Valiant Labour (Military 
Service) Medal which was estab- 
lished to mark the centenary of the 
birth of Lenin is worn left of and 
above the ribbons denoting the 
other awards, but under the Gold 
Star and Hammer and_ Sickle 
Medals. However, if the person has 
not been awarded with’ these 
medals, the Valiant Labour (Military 
Service) Medal is placed in the lo- 


cation prescribed for the Gold Star 
and Hammer and Sickle Medals. 

In the 1970s-early 1980, years 
now referred to as the period of 
Stagnation, the number of orders 
and medals conferred on citizens 
showed a _ sharp increase. High 
awards were often conferred on 
leaders, ministers and other execut- 
ives for fake achievements. For in- 
stance, the Order of Victory, the 
country’s highest military award, 
was presented to Leonid Brezhnev 
in violation of its Statutes. The 
decree on the award was annulled 
on September 21, 1989. 

Perestroika has stopped this de- 
valuation of awards. On August 22, 
1988 the Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet passed a decision 
on abandoning the practice of award- 
ing medals on a mass scale for the 
fulfilment of five-year plans, of con- 
ferring high awards on a person, as a 
rule, more than once and of recom- 
mending someone for an award on 
the occasion of a jubilee birthday. 
Orders and medals shall not be con- 
ferred on republics, regions, towns 
or cities any more. The decision 
allows the Unton republics to es- 
tablish their own orders. The titles of 
Hero of the Soviet Union and Hero 
of Socialist Labour can now be con- 
ferred on a person only once in a 
lifetime. In the past it was Party and 


State bodies, or the administration of 
enterprises that had the right to 
recommend persons for awards. 
Now this is the privilege of work 
collectives. This is yet another step 
in the process of democratising the 
Soviet Union's political system. 


* ° * 


An award is like a book. But you 
have to know how to read it. This 
booklet will tell you something 
about the history of Soviet orders 
and medals and about some of the 
people who have received them. 

It deals with the early awards es- 
tablished by the individual Soviet 
republics, the orders for services to 
the Soviet people and the socialist 
State, the orders for meritorious 
military service, and the orders for 
mothers of large families. The book- 
let also tells about the Soviet 
medals—symbols of special 
distinction—awarded for labour ser- 
vices, services in defence of the 
socialist Homeland and other mi- 
litary feats, services in the accom- 
plishment of major economic tasks, 
services In pursuit of civic or official 
duty, services during the Great 
Patriotic War (1941-1945), and 
medals presented on occasion of ju- 
bilees in the history of the Soviet 
people. 





ORDER OF LENIN 





The Order of Lenin was es- 
tablished by decision of the 
Presidium of the USSR Central 
Executive Committee on April 
6, 1930. The Order has been 
awarded 400,000 times. It is 
made of gold, platinum and 
enamel, and was designed by V. 
Kupriyanov and A. Vasyutinsky. 


The Order of Lenin ts the 
USSR's highest award. It its 
conferred on people for out- 
standing services to the revo- 
lutionary movement, outstand- 
ing achievements in labour ac- 
tivity, distinguished service in 
defence of the — socialist 
Homeland, in promoting friend- 
ship and cooperation between 
peoples and in strengthening 
peace, and other meritorious 
services to the Soviet state and 
society. [f a person ts awarded 
the title of Hero of the Soviet 
Union or Hero of Socialist 
Labour, he or she is presented 
with the Order of Lenin togeth- 
er with the Gold Star or Gold 





Hammer and Sickle Medal. 

Among the first to receive the 
Order of Lenin, in addition to 
veterans of the revolution were 
Vassili Blucher and Mikhail 
Tukhachevsky, two renowned 
military leaders of the Civil War 
period. 

During the Great Patriotic 
War (1941-1945) 36,000 of- 
ficers and men and other figh- 
ters were awarded the Order of 
Lenin for unparallelied bravery 
and staunchness in_ battles 
against the Nazi invaders. The 
Order was also bestowed on 
several dozen military units and 
formations. 

The first Order of Lenin was 
conferred on Komsomolskaya 
Pravda, an organ of the AIll- 
Union Leninist Young Com- 
munist League. It was con- 
ferred by decision of the 
Presidium of the USSR Central 
Executive Committee on May 
23, 1930 in recognition of the 
paper's ‘‘active efforts in in- 
creasing the rate of socialist 
construction and promotion.” 


Today Komsomolskaya 
Pravda is one of the Soviet 
Union's five most popular 


papers. It is read not only by 
young people, but also by all 
those who are interested in its 
unconventional approach to the 
problems confronting pere- 
stroika. 

A daily circulation of the 
newspaper is over 18.5 million. 





ORDER OF THE 
OCTOBER 
REVOLUTION 





The Order of the October 
Revolution was established by 
decision of the Presidium of the 


USSR Supreme Soviet on 
October 31, 1967. It has been 
bestowed on close to 100,000 
people. It is made of gold, 
silver, gold plating and enamel. 
It was designed by V. Zaitsev. 


The Order of the October 
Revolution is awarded to cit- 
izens of the USSA and other 
countries for revolutionary ac- 
tivity, for a significant contri- 
bution to the establishment and 
consolidation of Soviet power, 
gallantry and valour displayed 
in combat against the enemies 
of the Soviet state, for the 
strengthening of peace  be- 
tween peoples. It can be pre- 
sented only once. 

This Order was first awarded 
on October 4, 1967 to Moscow 
and Leningrad for the outstand- 
ing services of their working 





people in the revolutionary 
movement, in the Great October 
Socialist Revolution, for their 
important contribution to the 
establishment and strengthen- 
ing of Soviet power, and for 
their courage and heroism in 
battles defending the Soviet 
State. 

On February 22, 1968 it was 
conferred on the cruiser Aurora 
for its services to the revolution 
and defence of its gains. The 
Order bears a depiction of the 
Aurora. 

The ship ts still in commission 
and has a crew. Since 1956 it 
has been a part of the Central 
Naval Museum. 

The ship was built in St 
Petersburg, and has been in 
commission since 1903. She 
took part in the Battle of 
Tsushima in 1905 (during the 
Russo-Japanese war of 1904- 
1905). On October 25 
(November 7 according to the 
new calendar now in_ use), 
1917 the Aurora fired a blank 
round signalling the beginning 
of the storming of the Winter 
Palace, the residence’ of 
Russian emperors which was 
then the seat of the Provisional 
Government. The cruiser’s radio 


station broadcast Lenin's 
appeal “To the Citizens’ of 
Russia’, announcing the vic- 


tory of the proletarian revol- 
ution to the world. 

After the Great October 
Socialist Revolution of 1917, 


the Aurora became a training 
ship of the Baltic Fleet. When 
Leningrad was besieged by the 
Nazi Wehrmacht during the 
Great Patriotic War of 1941- 
1945 her weapons were re- 
moved and employed against 
the Nazis. Though badly da- 
maged by Luftwaffe bombers, 
the cruiser survived to welcome 
Victory. In 1948 she was re- 
conditioned and moored on the 
Neva River in Leningrad. 

The Order of the October 
Revolution has been presented 
to many distinguished leaders 
of the world revolutionary mov- 
ement, and numerous eminent 
scientists and people of the 
arts. 





ORDER OF THE RED 
BANNER OF LABOUR 





The Order of the Red Banner 
of Labour was established by 
decision of the Central 
Executive Committee and the 
Council of People’s 
Commissars of the USSR on 
September 7, 1928. It has been 
awarded over 800,000 times. It 
is made of silver, gold plating 
and enamel, and was designed 
by V. Golenetsky. 


The Order of the Red Banner 
of Labour is awarded for out- 
standing services in labour to 
the Soviet state and society in 
the spheres of production, 
science, culture, /iterature, art, 
education, health care and in 
the spheres of state, public and 
other fields of activity. It may be 
bestowed on foreign nationals 
as well. 


The establishment of this 
order was preceded by the 
Order of the Red Banner of 
Labour of the RSFSR, which 
was introduced on December 
28, 1920. The first person to be 

















honoured with it was Nikita 
Menchukov, a peasant. The 
Order was conferred on him on 
July 28, 1921 for saving an 
economically important bridge 
from being destroyed by flow- 
Ing ice. 

The USSR Order of the Red 
Banner of Labour was in fact 
awarded on several occasions 
before its Statutes were ap- 
proved. For example, several 
executives of the oil industry in 
Azerbaijan received it way back 
in 1925. The USSR Order of the 
Red Banner of Labour No. 1 
was presented to the collective 
of the Putilov (now Kirov) 
Works in Leningrad on occa- 
sion of the 125th anniversary of 
its foundation. The first indi- 
vidual recipients recommended 
for the award after its Statutes 
were approved were  V. 
Fedotov, A. Shelagin and M. 
Kvyatkovsky, who took part in 
the rescue of the Italian polar 
expedition headed by Umberto 
Nobile. 

On the ocassion of the first 
millennium of the adoption of 
Christianity in Russia _ five 
hierarchs of the Russian 
Orthodox Church were 
honoured with the Order for 
their active efforts in pursuit of 
peace. The Decree bestowing 
the Order was issued on June 
3, 1988. 

Among the Church digni- 
taries receiving the Order was 
Patriarch Pimen of Moscow 
and All Russia, the primate of 
the Russian Orthodox Church 
(1910-1990). He was widely 
known both at home and 








throughout the world. Patriarch 
Pimen (whose secular name 
was Sergei Izvekov) devoted his 
whole life to the service in the 
Church. In 1930 he took his 
monastic vows at the age of 20. 
Thirty years later he became a 
metropolitan. He headed the 
Russian Orthodox Church since 
1971, when Patriarch Aleksiy 
(1877-1970) passed away. 





ORDER OF FRIENDSHIP 
OF PEOPLES 





The Order of Friendship of 
Peoples was established by de- 
cision of the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme _ Soviet on 
December 17, 1972. It has been 
awarded about 10,000 times. It 
is made of silver, gold plating 
and enamel, and was designed 
by A. Zhuk. 


The Order is conferred on cit- 
izens of the USSR and other 
countries for outstanding ser- 
vices in the promotion. of 
friendship) and cooperation 
between peoples and in the 
strengthening of peace. 


On December 29, 1972 the 
award was bestowed for the 
first time on Soviet citizens, 
civil aviation workers. The first 
foreign citizen to win the Order 
was Nguen Tm Binh, Foreign 
Minister of the Republic of 
South Vietnam, for his positive 
contribution to the establish- 
ment of peace in his country. 
The award was presented to 
him on March 7, 1973. 








On March 3, 1988 a Soviet- 
Canadian Arctic expedition 
comprising 13 young men de- 
parted from Point Arktichesky 
in Severnaya Zemlya, USSR. 
The expedition, the first to 
cover the nearly 2,000 kilome- 
tres between the USSR and 
Canada on skis across drifting 
ice floes in a single season, set 
foot on Canadian territory on 
June 1. This was the first time 
in the history of Arctic explor- 
ation that two continents sep- 
arated by an ocean were con- 
nected by a ski trail. It was also 
the first time that people from 
two countries belonging to dif- 
ferent political systems en- 
gaged in such close cooper- 
ation on polar ice. The expe- 
dition executed a pioneering 
and unique set of medical 
studies for Soviet and Canadian 
research centres. All of its par- 
ticipants were awarded Soviet 
orders and medals by the Soviet 


government on December 8, | 


1988. Some were honoured 


with the Order of Friendship of 


Peoples. 























——— ——————— 


ORDER OF HONOUR 





The Order of Honour was es- 
tablished by a Decree of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on December 
28, 1988. It replaced the Order 
of the Badge of Honour insti- 
tuted on November 25, 1935. 
The Order of Honour has been 
presented to nearly 400 people. 
It is made of silver and enamel, 
and was designed by OD. 
Galyadkin. 


The order is conferred on cit- 
izens of the USSR for outstand- 
ing achievements in produc- 
tion, scientific research and 
social, cultural and other forms 
of social activity, for promotion 
of economic, scientific, techno- 
logical, cultural and other ties 
between the USSR and other 
countries, and for significant 
contribution to basic and ap- 
plied research. 

The first Order of the Badge 
of Honour was awarded to 
Artykbai Tillyabayev, manager 
of the Batyr Collective Farm in 





Uzbekistan, in 1936 for high 
yields of cotton. The first col- 
lective to earn this Order was 
open hearth plant No. 2 of the 
Kirov Steel Works in 
Makeyevka. Among the re- 
cipients of the Order of the 
Badge of Honour were many 
servicemen. During the Great 
Patriotic War (1941-1945) 
more than 66,000 servicemen 
received it. 

By the time the Order of 
Honour was introduced in 1988 
the Order of the Badge of 
Honour had been conferred on 
a million and a half people. 

Estonian composer Gustav 
Ernesaks is widely known in the 
USSR. He is the organiser and 
chief conductor of the famous 
song festivals held in Estonia in 
which tens of thousands of 
singers take part. 

Though over 80, Gustav 
Ernesaks continues to compose 
music in traditional Estonian 
national style. He is the author 
of the National Anthem of the 
Estonian Soviet Socialist 
Republic. 

On December 29, 1988 
Gustav Ernesaks was given the 
first Order of Honour for his 
contribution to Soviet musical 
art. 

















ORDER FOR PERSONAL 
COURAGE 





Personal 


Order for 
Courage was established by a 
Decree of the Presidium of the 


The 


USSR Supreme _ Soviet on 
December 28, 1988. As of June 
1, 1989 it had been awarded to 
nearly 400 persons. It is made of 
silver and enamel, and was de- 
signed by A. Zhuk. 


The Order for Personal 
Courage is bestowed on cit- 
izens of the USSR for courage 
and valour displayed in_ the 
rescue of human life, in fighting 
crime and natural disasters, or 
in emergencies involving risk of 
life. 


On December 1, 1988 a 
group of armed thugs seized a 
bus with 31 schoolchildren and 


took them hostage In 
Ordzhonikidze, in the Soviet 
south. They demanded a 


ransom of $ 3 million and a 
plane to take them to Israel 





They threatened to blow up the 























bus, tf their terms were not met. 

Natalya Yefimova, a school 
teacher, volunteered to. stay 
with the kids as a hostage 
Were it not for her courage and 
calm, the incident might have 
resulted in loss of life. 

The Committee for State 
Security and the Ministry of the 
Interior managed to rescue the 
children and to capture the 
criminals. On February 3, 1989 
the participants in the operation 
to rescue the children and cap- 
ture the hijakers were awarded 
orders and medals. Natalya 
Yefimova was the first person to 
be awarded the Order for 
Personal Courage. 





ORDER OF LABOUR 
GLORY 


The Order of Labour Glory 
was established by a Decree of 
the USSR Supreme Soviet on 
January 18, 1974. It has been 
conferred on over half a million 
people. It is made of silver, gold 
plating and enamel, and was 
designed by Y. Yegorov. 


The Order of Labour Glory, 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Class, is awar- 
ded to workers and foremen 
employed in industry, transport. 
construction and other bran- 
ches of the manufacturing sector 
for selfless and highly efficient 
work at one enterprise, and for 
innovations, remarkable inven- 
tions and ideas for greater ef- 
ficiency. It is also awarded to 
teachers for major achieve- 
ments in the education of chil- 
dren and young people. 


The first Orders of Labour 
Glory were conferred = on 
August 9, 1974. Its recipients 
were workers of the Vladimir 
Ilyich Engineering Works in 
Moscow, coal miners of the 
mining Amalgamation Yuzh- 
kuzbassugol, and ‘steel workers 
of the Zaporozhstal Steel 
Works. Mikhail Kisin, a worker 
at the Vladimir Ilyich 
Engineering Works, received 
the first Order of Labour Glory, 
3rd Class. The first holder of the 
Order of all three classes 
became Abbasov Vekil Gadzhi 
Aga-ogly, a well driller in 
Azerbaijan, in 1981. 


During the Great Patriotic 
War a little over 2,500 soldiers 


were awarded the Order of 
Glory, 1st, 2nd and 3rd Class. 
Among them was Gennadi 
Koryukov. After the war he 
went back to his home town of 
Verkhni Tagil and became a 
construction worker. It was 
tough for him, because he had 
been wounded several times in 
the war and was in fact an in- 
valid. The doctors persistently 
recommended that he switch to 
an easier job. But Koryukov 
would not give up the job he 
liked. 


Gennadi took part in the con- 
struction of several industrial 
projects in Sverdlovsk Region. 
He never dreamed that he 
would be honoured with the 
Order of Labour Clory, 2nd and 
3rd Class, for his efforts in the 
sphere of peaceful construc- 
tion. The war veteran is still not 





ready to retire. He jokes that he 
wants to earn the Order of 
Labour Glory, 1st Class, to have 
a complete collection. 








ORDER OF VICTORY 





The Order of Victory was es- 
tablished by a Decree of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on November 
8, 1943. It has been awarded to 
17 Soviet and foreign citizens. 
It is made of platinum, dia- 
monds (16 carat in allt) and 
rubies, and was designed by A. 
Kuznetsov. 


The Order of Victory ts the 
highest military order. It has 
been conferred on general of- 
ficers and marshals for the suc- 
cessful execution of military 
operations conducted by one or 
several groups of armies which 
radically changed the military 
situation in favour of the Soviet 
Army. 

During the war this award 
was bestowed on Marshals of 
the Soviet Union Georgi 
Zhukov, Alexander Vassilevsky, 


Joseph Stalin (twice), 
Konstantin Rokossovsky, Ivan 
Konev, Rodion Malinovsky, 











Leonid 
Govorov, Semyon Timoshenko 
and Kirill Meretskov, and also 
on General of the Army Alexei 
Antonov. 

In recognition of their im- 


Fyodor — Tolbukhin, 


mense contribution to the 
Victory over Nazi Germany, the 
Order of Victory was also con- 
ferred on US Genera! Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, Supreme 
Commander of the = Allied 
Expeditionary. Force; British 
Field Marshal Bernard Law 
Montgomery, Commander of 
the Twenty-first Allied Army 
Group in Europe; King Michael | 
of Romania; Marshal of Poland 
Michal Rolja-Zymersky, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Polish 


Army; and Marshal Josip 
Broz Tito, Supreme Com- 
mander of the National 


Liberation Army of Yugoslavia. 








ORDER OF THE 
RED BANNER 





The Order of the Red Banner 
was established by decision of 
the Presidium of the USSR 
Central Executive Committee 
on August 1, 1924. It has been 
awarded about 600,000 times. It 
is made of silver, gold plating 
and enamel, and was designed 
by V. Denisov. 


The Order of the Red Banner ts 
awarded for indomitable 
bravery, intrepidity and courage 
displayed in the defence of the 
socialist Homeland. If the Order 
is bestowed more than once, it 
bears a corresponding number 
The Order may be conferred on 
foreign citizens as well. 


The Order of the Red Banner 
was the first order of the USSR 
and was the only decoration 
until 1928, when the USSR 
Order of the Red Banner of 
Labour was established. For 
this reason it commanded great 
prestige. Up until the outbreak 
of the Great Patriotic War this 
Order had been bestowed on 


only about 20,000 _ people, 
15,000 of whom received it for 
feats performed during the Civil 
War of 1918-1920. 

When the Nazi Wehrmacht 
was pushing towards Moscow 
in November 1941, the Soviet 
Command decided to bring in 
reinforcements to the _ battle- 
front from the Eastern part of 
the country. Among them was 
Colonel Yevgeni Savitsky. He 
asked to be appointed as a pilot 
of a fighter regiment, and in his 
first engagement shot down an 
enemy plane. 

General of the Army Georgi 
Zhukov, then Commander of 
the Western Front, received a 
report on this case. He sum- 
moned Colonel Yevgeni 
Savitsky and assigned him an 
unusual mission: he was to de- 
stroy the command post of a 
Nazi Army Corps. 

It was to be executed by four 
flights of bombers and fighters. 
Despite heavy flak, the Soviet 
planes managed to get to the 
target. But then suddenly a 
squadron of Luftwaffe fighters 
engaged them in heavy fight- 
ing. The mission was success- 
ful, though only two Soviet 
planes returned to base. One of 
them was piloted by Yevgeni 
Savitsky, who was awarded the 
Order of the Red Banner for his 
valour. This was his first decora- 
tion in the war. Later Yevgeni 
Savitsky became an Air Force 
marshal and was twice awarded 
the title of Hero of the Soviet 
Union. 

Though the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet intro- 











duced many awards during the 
Great Patriotic War, the Order 
of the Red Banner retained its 
initial prestige as a decoration 
for bravery in combat. The 
honour of this award was be- 
stowed on 238,000 officers, 
men and other fighters and 
3,270 army units and forma- 
tions for their dauntless spirit, 
courage and heroism. 

Many citizens of other coun- 
tries were decorated with the 
Order of the Red _ Banner. 
Among them were the French 
pilots of the Normandie- 
Niemen Fighter Regiment, who 
defended Russia‘s airspace to- 
gether with their comrades-in- 
arms; Staff-Captain Bogumir 
Lomsky of the Czechoslovak 
Army Corps, who later became 
his country’s Minister of 
National Defence; the Tudor 
Viadimirescu Infantry Division 
of the Romanian Army, which 
took part in action against the 
Wehrmacht; and Rubén Ruiz 
Ibarruri of Spain, who earned 


this award during the first 
month of the war. 
Commander’ Hinton,’ RN, 


commanding officer of HMS 
Harrier, a sloop, was awarded 
the Order of the Red Banner for 
bravery in the removal of mines 
and in fighting enemy 
Submarines. 


ee 
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ORDERS OF USHAKOV 
AND NAKHIMOV 





The 


Orders of Ushakov and 
Nakhimov were established by 
a Decree of the Presidium of 
the USSR Supreme Soviet on 
March 3, 1944. The Order of 
Ushakov, 1st Class, was award- 


ed 47 times; the Order of 
Ushakov, 2nd Class, 194 times; 
the Order of Nakhimov, 1st 
Class, 80 times; and the Order 
of Nakhimov, 2nd Class, 467 
times. The Orders of Ushakov 
and Nakhimov, Ist and 2nd 
Class, were conferred on close 
to 800 officers and 28 naval 
units and formations. The Order 
of Ushakov is platinum, gold, 
silver and enamel and the Order 
of Nakhimov, gold, silver and 
enamel. They were designed by 
M. Shipelevski, A. Diodorov, B. 
Khomich and Y. Berkov. 


The Orders of Ushakov and 
Nakhimov, 7st and 2nd Class, 
are bestowed on naval officers 


for outstanding success in the 
planning, execution and sup- 
port of naval operations which 
achieved victory over a numeri- 
cally superior enemy, beat off 
an enemy offensive operation, 
or ensured successful naval 
operations, preserving the main 
friendly forces and inflicting se- 
rious damage on the enemy. 

The 1st Class of both orders 
is the highest. 


The orders were named after 


the — distinguished Russian 
Admirals Fyodor Ushakov 
(1744-1817) and Pavel 


Nakhimov (1802-1855). 

The first Order of Ushakov, 
1st Class, was bestowed on 
Vice-Admiral Viadimir Tributs, 
Baltic Fleet Commander, and 
the first Order of Nakhimov, 1st 
Class, on Rear-Admiral Nikolai 
Feldman. 
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The first Order of Ushakov, 
2nd Class, was conferred on 
Yuri Rall (in fact a descendant 
of Admiral Ushakov), Com- 
mander of the Kronstadt 
Defence Area, and the first 
Order of Nakhimov, 2nd Class, 
on Yevgeni Zhidilov, a Major- 
General of the Coastal Defence 
Service. 

On May 9, 1945, Victory Day, 
Senior Lieutenant Vassill 
Troinenko, motor torpedo boat 
skipper, and three other MTB 
skippers landed 108 marines on 
the Danish island of Bornholm. 
Four Soviet MTBs broke into 
the harbour in broad daylight 
taking the Nazi garrison num- 
bering 11,000 officers and men 
by complete surprise. The ma- 
rines immediately took over the 
jetties and disarmed the guards. 
They presented the garrison 
commander—a Wehrmacht ge- 
neral—with an ultimatum de- 
manding immediate surrender. 
The general accepted their 
terms, completely unaware that 
he faced just a hundred Soviet 
marines. 

Vassili Troinenko had been 
honoured during the war with 
three Orders of the Red Banner, 
an Order of the Patriotic War 
and a Medal for the Defence of 
Leningrad. And now the Order 
of Ushakov, 2nd Class, was 
conferred on him for this feat of 
valour. 














ORDER OF SUVOROV 











The Order of Suvorov was es- 
tablished by a Decree of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on July 29, 
1942. The Order of Suvorov, 1st 
Class, was awarded 391 times; 
2nd Class, 2,863 times; and 3rd 
Class, 4,012 times. The order of 
all three classes was presented 
to 7,266 persons and 1,528 mil- 
itary units (including several 
military colleges). The orders 
are made of platinum, gold. 
silver and enamel, and were de- 
signed by P. Skokan. 





The Order of Suvorov was 
awarded to Soviet Army com- 
manders for expert control of 
troops, brilliant organisation of 
combat operations and resolve 
and determination displayed in 
the execution of such oper- 
ations in the Great Patriotic 
War. 

The Order of Suvorov, 1st 


Class, was bestowed on front 
and army commanders; 2nd 
Class, on corps, division and 
brigade commanders; and 3rd 
Class, on regiment, battalion 
and company commanders. 

Alexander Suvorov (1/730- 
1800) was a great Russian mil- 
itary leader and theoretician. 

The first Order of Suvorov, 
1st Class, was presented to 
Georgi Zhukov for his role in 
the victory over the Nazis in the 
Battle of Stalingrad, which 
turned the tide of the Second 
World War. The Soviet people’s 
victory over the Nazi aggressors 
is largely associated with his 
name. The Order of Suvorov 
was the first award the marshal 
received during the Great 
Patriotic War. 

The first to be honoured with 
the Order of Suvorov, 2nd 
Class, was Lieutenant- General 
Vassili Badanov, Commander of 
the 24th Armoured Corps, for 
executing a daring tank raid 
shortly before the start of the 
Battle of Stalingrad. The Order 
was conferred on him on 
December 29, 1942. The first 
Order of Suvorov, 3rd Class, 
was presented to Major Z. 
Garanin on February 8, 1943 
for defeating the enemy in 
combat because of superior 

















skill, though with — inferior 
strength. This is what 
Alexander Suvorov taught in 
his day, and giving someone 
the award for that reason was 
precisely in keeping with the 
Statutes of the Order. 

Admiral Georgi Kholostyakov 
fought his first engagements in 
Sevastopol. Soon after that he 
was appointed Commander of 
the Novorossiisk Naval Base. In 
1943 he commanded a landing 
which captured a beachhead 
on the peninsula Malaya 
Zemlya near Novorossiisk. He 
was nicknamed Admiral Georgi 
the Tommy Gun because he 
helped beat off Nazi assaults 
with a submachine gun in 
hand. 

The foothold held out for 
nearly a year against large 
enemy forces. The Nazis lost 
several thousand officers and 
men in futile assaults on this 
tiny beachhead. Admiral Georgi 
Kholostyakov was the only 
sailor to be awarded the Order 
of Suvorov, 1st Class, for the 
successful execution of this 
operation. 

The Order of Suvorov, 1st 
Class, was bestowed on Lord 
William Beaverbrook, who, as 
Great Britain's Minister of 
Supply, allocated war materials 
and equipment for the Soviet 
Union. 

The Order of Suvorov, 1st 
Class, was also conferred on 
General Omar Bradley, US 
Army, Commander of the 
Twelfth Army Group. 














ORDER OF KUTUZOV 











The Order of Kutuzov, 1st and 
2nd Class, was established by a 
Decree of the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet on July 
29, 1942. A Decree issued on 
February 8, 1943 established 
the Order of Kutuzov, 3rd Class. 
The 1st Class of this Order was 
awarded to 669 officers: the 
2nd Class, to 3,325; and the 3rd 
Class, to 3,328. It was also be- 
stowed on 1,595 military units 
and military colleges. The dec- 
orations are made of gold, 
silver and enamel, and were de- 
signed by N. Moskalyov. 
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The Order of Kutuzov was 
conferred on Soviet Army com- 
manders for skilfully elaborated 
and executed plans for front 
(army group), army or form- 
ation operations which inflicted 
heavy damage and defeat on 
the enemy forces and which 
enabled the Soviet forces to 
remain battleworthy. The Order 
of Kutuzov, 1st Class, was con- 
ferred on front and army com- 
manders;, 2nd Class, on corps, 
division and brigade command- 
ers; and 3rd Class, on regiment, 


battalion and company 
commanders. 
Field Marshal Mikhail 


Kutuzov (1745-1813) was a 
distinguished Russian military 
leader and statesman who did 
much for the development of 
military art. 

Lieutenant- General Ivan 
Galanin received the first Order 
of Kutuzov, 1st Class, and 
Major-General Kondrat Melnik, 
the first Order of Kutuzov, 2nd 
Class. The first two 3rd-Class 
Orders were awarded to 
Colonel Mikhail Parfyonov and 
Major lvan Opalyov. 

Some of the more prominent 
Soviet military leaders were 
honoured with this award two 
or even three times. Among 
them were Marshals of the 
Soviet Union Vassili 
Sokolovsky, Matvei Zakharov 
and Ivan Konev. 

Yakov Potekhin was a regular 
officer who worked for a front- 
line paper. He asked to be 





transferred to a frontline unit 
He was first appointed a regi- 
ment and then a division com- 
manding officer. 

During a battle at Koenigs- 
berg the Nazis counterattacked 
the positions of Potekhin’s divi- 
sion with a panzer division and 
several infantry battalions. The 
enemy struck the main blow at 
his right flank hoping to pene- 
trate the defences. But 
Potekhin managed to build up 
his troops’ positions in a way to 
prevent the enemy from secur- 
ing his goal. 

At the height of the fighting, 
Potekhin launched an assault in 
the direction of his left wing, 
taking the enemy completely by 
surprise and cutting off his lines 
of retreat. The result was the 
enemy’s total defeat. Potekhin 
was awarded the Order of 
Kutuzov, Znd Class. 








ORDER OF BOGDAN 
KHMELNITSKY 





of 
Khmelnitsky, 1st and 2nd Class, 
was established by a Decree of 
the Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on October 10, 
1943. A Decree dated January 


The Order Bogdan 


14, 1944 established the 3rd 
Class of this Order. The Order 
of Bogdan Khmelnitsky, 1st 
Class, was awarded 323 times; 
2nd Class, 2,390 times; and 3rd 
Class, 5,700 times. All three 
classes of the Order of Bogdan 
Khmelnitsky were conferred on 





officers, soldiers and partisan 
commanders, as well as on mil- 
itary units and formations. The 
decorations are made of gold 
and silver, and were designed 


by A. Pashchenko and WN. 
Moskalyov. 
The Order of Bogdan 


Khmelnitsky was awarded to 
officers and men of the Soviet 
Army and WNavy. _ partisan 
leaders and fighters for a dis- 
play of resolve and skill in 
combat operations against the 
enemy, patriotism and courage 
in the war for the liberation of 
Soviet soil from the WNazi 
invader. 

The Order of Bogdan Khmel- 
nitsky was conferred on front 
(army group) and army com- 
manders (1st Class), brigade, 
regiment and partisan unit 
commanders (2nd Class) and 
also on privates and sergeants 
of the army and partisan units 
(3rd Class). 

On September 20, 1943, L.e., 
shortly before the liberation of 
Kiev, the capital of the Ukraine, 


Lieutenant- General Nikita 
Khrushchev, member of the 
Military Council of the First 


Ukrainian Front (later the head 
of the Soviet government and 
leader of the Communist Party), 
proposed that a new award be 
introduced in honour of the lib- 
eration of the Ukraine. The 
award was named after Bogdan 
Khmelnitsky (1595-1657), a 
hero of the Ukrainian people. 
The first Order of Bogdan 
Khmelnitsky, 1st Class, was 
conferred on Major-General 
Alexander Danilov, Commander 
of the Twelfth Army, on 
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October 14, 1943 for the liber- 
ation of the Ukrainian town of 
Zaporozhye. The first two 
Orders of Bogdan Khmelnitsky, 
2nd Class, were bestowed on 
Lieutenant-Colone! |. Kaplun 
and Major B. Tarasenko for the 
successful crossing of the 
Dnieper River in the face of stiff 
enemy resistance. In November 
1943 a group of Ukrainian par- 
tisan fighters were among the 
first to be honoured with the 
Order of Bogdan Khmelnitsky, 
3rd Class, for their contribution 
to the liberation of the town of 
Ovruch. 

During the Great Patriotic 
War Sidor Kovpak, member of 
the underground Central 
Committee of the Communist 
(Bolshevik) Party of the 
Ukraine, headed a big partisan 
detachment in the Ukraine. 
From 1941 to 1945 the Sumy 
Partisan Detachment under 
Kovpak, who was later twice 
named Hero of the Soviet 
Union, executed five raids 
behind the enemy lines. 
Kovpak’s detachment covered a 
total of 10,000 kilometres in 
enemy-held territory. The par- 
tisans under Kovpak inflicted 
tremendous damage on the 
Nazis. They managed to drive 
the invader out of several dis- 
tricts and to restore Soviet 
power there. Sidor Kovpak was 
awarded the Order of Bogdan 
Khmelnitsky, 1st Class, for de- 
veloping the movement. of 
people's avengers in_- the 
Ukraine. 

















ORDER OF 
ALEXANDER NEVSKY 





The Order of Alexander 
Nevsky was established by a 
Decree of the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet on July 
29, 1942. The Order was be- 
stowed on 42,165 officers and 
1,470 Soviet Army units and 
formations. The decoration is 
made of silver, gold plating and 
enamel. It was designed by I. 
Telyatnikov. 


The Order of Alexander 
Nevsky was awarded to Soviet 
military commanders who dis- 
played personal valour, courage 
and intrepidity in battle during 
the Great Patriotic War and en- 
sured the successful execution 
of missions by the units under 
their command. 


Since no portraits’ of 


Alexander Nevsky (1220- 
1263), a legendary military 
leader and statesman, were 


made during his lifetime, the 
designer of the Order decided 
to use the image of the actor 
Nikolat Cherkassov, who played 
the part of Alexander Nevsky in 
a highly popular film about him. 
In. August 1942 Senior 
Lieutenant Ivan Ruban, a 
marine battalion commander 
Stalingrad 





fighting in the 
sector, was given the assign- 


ment of preventing the Nazis 
from reaching and crossing the 
Don River. lvan Ruban split up 
his unit into three groups. One 
group led the opposing Nazi 
force into an ambush where it 
was finished off by the other 
two groups. In doing so, com- 
mander Ruban was in fact re- 
peating a stratagem used by 
Alexander Nevsky and his men 
seven centuries before. 

On November 5, 1942 Ivan 
Ruban became the first officer 
to earn the Order of Alexander 
Nevsky for his display of re- 
sourcefulness, courage and 
heroism. 

















ORDER OF THE 
PATRIOTIC WAR 





The Order of the Patriotic 
War, 1st and 2nd Class, was es- 
tablished by a Decree of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on May 20, 
1942. The Order of the 1st Class 
was awarded 344,000 times and 
2nd Class, 1,028,000 times. The 
decorations are made of silver, 
gold plating and enamel. They 
were designed by A. Kuznetsov. 


The Order of the Patriotic 
War was awarded both to of- 
ficers and men of the Soviet 
Army and Navy, and also to 
partisans for personal bravery, 
staunchness and courage. It 
was also bestowed on service- 
men for an outstanding contri- 
bution to the success of an 
operation. 

This Order was the first to be 
established during the war 
Many heroes of the war were 
awarded it posthumously. The 
Order was conferred on more 
than one thousand foreign ci- 
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tizens. It was also bestowed on 
16 factories and plants, 36 
towns and three newspapers. 

In May 1942 Captain Ivan 
Krikly’s artillery battalion fought 
its last engagement. Trying de- 
sperately to stem the drive of a 
superior enemy force, the gun 
crews destroyed 32 Nazi tanks 
in two days of continuous fi- 
ghting. Five of them were sma- 
shed by Ivan Krikly himself. 

All the officers and men of 
the artillery battalion were 
honoured with the Order of the 
Patriotic War for their unexam- 
pled intrepidity. Captain tvan 
Krikly, Junior Political Leader 
lvan Statsenko and = Senior 
Sergeant Alexander Smirnov 
were the first three servicemen 
to be awarded the Order of the 
Patriotic War, 1st Class. 


Cosmonaut Konstantin 
Feoktistov is well known. all 
over the world. In October 


1964 he piloted the spaceship 
Voskhod. He was awarded the 
title of Hero of the Soviet Union 
after that flight. Later he earned 
a doctorate of science in tech- 
nology and received the Lenin 
and USSR State Prizes. Many 
countries honoured him with 
awards. Very few people know, 
however, that during the Great 
Patriotic War Konstantin 
Feoktistov, who was then only 
16, was a regiment scout. He 
regularly had to obtain inform- 
ation behind enemy lines. 





Once on a mission in the oc- 
cupied town of Voronezh the 
Nazis caught him. He was con- 
demned to death. The sentence 
was carried out and his body 
was left lying in a ditch toge- 
ther with other victims. But the 
future cosmonaut was not 
dead. When darkness _ fell, 
Konstantin climbed out and tn a 
few days he was back with his 
unit. With him he brought im- 
portant information. His feat 
earned him the Order of the 
Patriotic War, 1st Class. 






































ORDER OF THE 
RED STAR 





The Order of the Red Star 
was established by decision of 
the Presidium of the USSR 
Central Executive Committee 
on April 6, 1930. Four million 
people have been honoured 
with it. The insigne is made of 
silver and enamel, and was de- 
signed by V. Kupriyanov and 
V. Golenetsky. 

The Order of the Red Star 
is awarded for outstanding 
achievements in the defence of 
the USSR both in time of war 
and peace, in the ensurance of 
state security, in the promotion 
of military science and the de- 
velopment of military equip- 
ment, and for personal courage 
and valour in battle. [t can also 
be conferred on _ foreign 
citizens. 

On May 13, 1930 the first 
Order of the Red Star was pre- 
sented to Vassili Blucher 
(1890-1938), a distinguished 
military leader, and hero of the 
Civil War (he was also the re- 
cipient of the first Order of the 
Red Banner). This award was 
conferred on him for his skilful 
guidance of the combat oper- 
ations executed by the Special 
Far Eastern Army in the military 
conflict on the Chinese Eastern 
Railway in 1929. 








The army newspaper Kras- 
naya Zvezda (Red Star) was the 
first organisation to receive the 
Order. it was awarded it for its 
contribution to Combat training 
and political education in the 
Red Army. 

By the time of the beginning 
of the Great Patriotic War in 
1941, 21,500 people had been 
honoured with the award. 
During the war the Order of the 
Red Star was awarded 
2,860,000 times. Several hun- 
dred units and formations were 
honoured with it. 

During the Great Patriotic 
War many foreign citizens were 
honoured with Soviet orders 
and medals. Some of them were 
even named Hero of the Soviet 
Union. Among the recipients of 
Soviet awards were the gallant 
fighter pilots of the Normandie- 
Niemen Fighter Squadron (later 
expanded to a regiment) who 
fought side by side with Soviet 
flyers against the common 
enemy, and the British and 
American flyers and sailors who 
brought war supplies to the 
USSR’s northern ports. 

Since most of the awards 
were presented in combat con- 
ditions and the documents con- 
cerning them lost, it ts im- 
possible to restore the list of all 
foreign recipients. 

Two cases that are known are 
described below. 

Raj Singh, an engineer, now 


en 


lives in Madras, India. As a 
young man he served in the 
British Merchant Navy. During 
World War tI his ship delivered 
war supplies and food to 
Murmansk, a Soviet port in the 
Arctic region. 

In an air attack a Luftwaffe 
bomber set fire to his ship. Raj 
Singh managed to extinguish 
the fire, thus saving the cargo 
and the ship. 

In 1944 Raj Singh was award- 
ed the Order of the Red Star for 
his valour and courage dis- 
played in saving the badly 
needed cargo. The former of- 
ficer still cherishes the award as 
a reminder of those heroic days. 

Captain Maund, RN, Senior 
British Naval Officer in 
Arkhangelsk, was awarded the 
Order of the Red Star for his 
contribution to the war effort in 
the northern theatre of naval 
operations. 























ORDER FOR SERVICE TO THE HOMELAND 
IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE USSR 

































































The Order was established by 
a Decree of the Presidium of 
the USSR Supreme Soviet on 
October 28, 1974. The Order for 
Service to the Homeland in the 
Armed Forces of the USSR, 1st 
Class, has been awarded 10 
times; 2nd Class, slightly more 
than 200 times; and 3rd Class, 
75,000 times. 
The Order is made of silver, 


gold plating and enamel, and 
was designed by L. Pilipenko. 


The Order is conferred on ser- 

vicemen of the Soviet Army, 
Navy, frontier guards and inter- 
nal forces for achievements in 
combat training and political 
education, maintenance of a 
high level of combat readiness 
and mastering of new combat 
equipment. 

The award is bestowed in the 
following sequence—3rd Class, 
2nd Class and 1st Class. 

The Order was first awarded 
on February 17, 1975, on the 
eve of the 57th anniversary of 
the Soviet Army and Navy. 

The first person to be award- 
ed the Order for Service to the 
Homeland in the Armed Forces 
of the USSR, 2nd Class, was 
Lieutenant-General Ivan Vi- 
nogradov. 

The first four officers to earn 
all three classes were Colonel- 
General Ivan Zavyalov, 
Lieutenant-General of the Air 
Force Alexander  Borovsky, 
Captain 1st Grade _ Vassili 
Poroshin (commanding officer 
of a submarine) and Colonel 
Gennadi Loshkaryov. 




















ORDER OF GLORY 


The Order of Glory was es- 
tablished by a Decree of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on November 
8, 1943. The Order has three 
classes, the 1st Class being the 
highest. The Order of Glory, 3rd 
Class, was awarded 948,260 
times; 2nd Class, 46, 362 times; 
and 1st Class, 2,582 times. 

The insigne of the Order of 
Glory, 1st Class, is made of gold 
and enamel; 2nd Class, of silver, 
gold plating and enamel; and 
3rd Class of silver and enamel. 
They were designed by N. 
Moskalyov. 


The Order of Glory was con- 
ferred on privates and sergeants 
of the Soviet Army. Air Force 
junior lieutenants could also be 
recommended for the award. It 
was bestowed for outstanding 
feats of valour, and displays of 
courage and intrepidity in de- 
fence of the Soviet Union. The 
award was conferred in the fol- 
lowing succession—3rd Class, 
2nd Class and 1st Class—for 
the performance of specific 
combat exploits as listed in the 
Order's Statutes. 

Special awards for soldiers 
have a long history in Russia. 
The most prestigious of all was 
St. George's Cross. The tradi- 
tion was revived during the 
Great Patriotic War. Though the 
insigne of the Order of Glory is 
in the form of a star, it has the 
same ribbon as St. George's 
Cross. 

The first person to be award- 
ed the Order of Glory, 3rd 
Class, was Sergeant Georgi 








Israelyan, assistant leader of a 
combat engineer platoon. Later 
he was awarded the Order of 


Glory, 2nd and 1st Class. 
Among the first group of men 
to earn the Order were several 
privates of the Czechoslovak 
Brigade that fought under 
Ludvig Svoboda in the USSR. 


The first Order of Glory, 2nd 
Class, was conferred = on 
Privates S. Baranov and A. 
Vlassov. M. Pitenin and K. 
Shevchenko, both NCOs, were 
the first to receive the Order, 1st 
Class. 


Among the people honoured 
with all three classes of the 
order are four women. Three 
others have also been named 
Heroes of the Soviet Union and 
still another four have earned 
the title Hero of Socialist 
Labour. 


There was one remarkable 
case during the Great Patriotic 
War of 350 privates and ser- 
geants of a single battalion 
being awarded the Order of 
Glory. 

On January 14, 1945 the 1st 
Battalion of the 215th Guards 
Infantry Regiment was _ assig- 
ned the mission of seizing the 
enemy's forward trenches in a 
sector of the Vistula-Oder 
bridgehead. Though at a cost of 
several hundred Soviet officers 
and men, the formidable de- 
fence positions of the Nazis 
were penetrated. 

All the privates and sergeants 
of the battalion were recom- 
mended for the Order of Glory. 
Three of them—Private Rakhim 
Abezmuratov, submachine 
gunner, Private Sergei Vlassov, 
combat engineer, and Private 
Ivan Yanovsky,  artilleryman, 
















became holders of the Order of 
all three classes. All the platoon 
leaders were awarded the Order 
of Alexander Nevsky; all the 
company commanders, the 
Order of the Red Banner. Major 
Boris Yemelyanov and 
Lieutenant Mikhail Guryev were 
honoured with the title of Hero 
of the Soviet Union. 








HERO MOTHER ORDER, ~ 





GLORY OF MOTHERHOOD ORDER AND 


MOTHERHOOD MEDAL 





esta- 
blished by a Decree of the 


These awards were 


Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on July 8, 1944. 
Close to 18 million mothers 
have been honoured with these 
awards. The insignia are made 
of gold, silver, bronze and 
enamel. They were designed by 
Il. Ganf, t. Dubassov” and 
N. Zhukov. 


The Hero Mother Order ts 
conferred on mothers who have 
raised ten children. {t is pre- 
sented with a Diploma of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet. The Glory of 
Motherhood Order and the 
Motherhood Medal of various 
classes are bestowed on moth- 
ers who have raised from five to 
nine children. Mothers having 
adopted children or children 
who have perished in defence 
of the USSR or in fulfilment of 
their civic duty (involving the 
saving of human lives) are also 
eligible for these awards. 


Before the Great October 
Socialist Revolution of 1917 
Russia had special awards for 
women. They were the Order of 
St. Catherine and the Order of 
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St. Olga. But they were be- 
stowed only on members of the 
royalty and ladies close to the 
royal family. 

After the October Revolution 
these awards were abolished, 
and there were then no special 
orders for women. The Soviet 
Union lost more than 20 million 
sons and daughters durtng the 
Great Patriotic War. The orders 
and medals for motherhood 
were introduced to encourage 
large families. 

The first Hero Mother Order 
was presented to Anna 
Alexakhina on November 1, 
1944 for bearing and raising 12 
children. Out of them eight 
fought on the battlefronts of the 
Great Patriotic War. Alexandra 
Derevskaya was also honoured 
with this award in recognition 
of the fact that she adopted 48 
orphans of various nationalities. 
As of today over 430,000 
mothers have been awarded the 
Hero Mother Order. 

The inhabitants of — the 
Cossack village of Dneprov- 
skaya on the Kuban River have 
erected an obelisk in the village 
Square in memory of those who 
lost their lives in war. The first 








nine of the people mentioned 


there all have the same last 
name—Stepanov. Yepistiniya 
Stepanova, the mother of those 
nine soldiers who died defend- 
ing their homeland, is buried 
next to the obelisk. 

Her eldest son Alexander was 
executed by the White Guards 
for participation in the revo- 
lutionary movement in 1918. 
Fyodor was killed in action on 
the Khalkhin Gol River in 1939, 
Pavel was killed in action on 
the frontier in June 1941, Le., 
soon after the outbreak of the 
Great Patriotic War. Vassill, Ilya, 
Filipp, Ivan and Alexander the 
younger (named after his elder 
brother) also failed to return 
from the battlefronts of the war. 
The latter volunteered to go to 
the front. He was the comman- 
ding officer of a company that 
was the first to cross the 
Dnieper River. He was pos- 
thumously honoured with the 
tite of Hero of the Soviet 
Union. 

Only one son—Nikolai—te- 
turned home. But he too soon 
died as a result of wounds re- 
ceived in the war. 

Yepistiniya Stepanova_ re- 








fused to believe that all of her 
sons had been killed. She put 
away the notifications of their 
deaths and continued to wait 
for them. 

The inhabitants of the village 
opened a museum to. the 


Stepanovs. One of its most im- 
portant exhibits is a picture of 
the Hero Mother, a grey-hatred 
woman in a kerchief with a kind 
but sad face. 








GOLD STAR MEDAL 





The Gold Star Medal was es- 
tablished by a Decree of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on October 16, 
1939. The title of Hero of the 
Soviet Union was introduced 
earlier, on April 16, 1934. Close 
to 12,700 persons have been 
honoured with it. The medal is 
made of gold (21.5 grammes), 
and was designed by ?. Du- 
bassov. 


The Gold Star Medal is spe- 
cial. It is presented to Heroes of 
the Soviet Union together with 
the USSR's highest award—the 
Order of Lenin—and a Diploma 
of the Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet (this practice 
started on July 29, 1936). The 
title of Hero of the Soviet Union 
is conferred on a person for 
services to the state involving 
heroic behaviour on an indi- 
vidual or collective basis. 


On July 12, 1933 a polar ex- 
pedition set off from Leningrad 
on the steamship Che/yuskin. 
Heading the expedition was the 
famous scientist and explorer 
Otto Schmidt. The goal was to 
cover the Northern Sea Route 
in a single navigation season. 

In September the steamship 





became icebound in_ the 
Chukchi Sea. On February 13, 
1934 the Chelyuskin was 
crushed by the ice and sank. 
The members of the expedition, 
including ten women and two 
children, and the crew had 
been forced to take refuge on a 
drifting ice floe. They could not 
possibly get to the land. 

Otto Schmidt sent out a plea 
for help over,radio. And help 
arrived. Icebreakers, steam- 
ships, dirigibles and_ aircraft 
were sent out. Soviet pilots 
managed to reach the ice floe 
camp and rescue the people. 


Seven of them—Sigizmund 
Levanevsky, Vassili Molokov, 
Mavriki Slepnyov, Nikolai 


Kamanin, Mikhail Vodopyanov, 
Anatoli Lyapidevsky and Ivan 
Doronin—were the first to be 
honoured with the title of Hero 
of the Soviet Union on April 20, 
1934. 

On August 1, 1939 the air 
force pilots Sergei Gritsevets, 
Grigori Kravchenko and Yakov 
Smushkevich were for the 
second time named Hero of the 
Soviet Union for feats perfor- 
med in action on the Khalkhin 
Gol River. 

The first men to be three- 
time recipients of the title of 
Hero of the Soviet Union were 
the fighter pilots Alexander 
Pokryshkin (1944) and Ivan 
Kozhedub (1945). The title was 
conferred on Marshal Georgi 
Zhukov four times. 
























GOLD HAMMER 
AND SICKLE MEDAL 





This medal was introduced by 
a Decree of the Presidium of 
the USSR Supreme Soviet on 
May 22, 1940 to be given to 
those who have been named 
Hero of Socialist Labour (which 
was established’ earlier, on 
December 27, 1938). That title 
has been conferred on close to 
19,000 people. The Gold 
Hammer and Sickle Medal is 
made of gold (15.25 grammes). 
It was designed by S. Po- 
mansky. 


The Gold Hammer and Sickle 
Medal is a special insigne of 
distinction, It is presented to 
Heroes of Socialist Labour to- 
gether with the USSR’s highest 
award—the Order of Lenin— 
and a Diploma of the Presidium 
of the USSR Supreme Soviet. 
The title of Hero of Socialist 
Labour is awarded for out- 
standing achievements in 
labour to people whose inno- 
vations have considerably con- 
tributed to improving produc- 
tion, and to those who have 
helped advance the Soviet 
economy, its science or culture, 
and the might and prestige of 
the USSR. 





The first person to be 
honoured with the title of Hero 
of Socialist Labour by a deci- 
sion of the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet dated 
December 20, 1939 was 
Joseph Stalin. This set an un- 
fortunate precedent in the de- 
velopment of the Soviet system 
of awards. During the period of 
stagnation a whole range of 
leaders awarded one another 
with such titles repeatedly. 
Perestroika put an end to this 
practice. The new Statutes of 
the title of Hero of Socialist 
Labour rule out this possibility. 

The second Gold Hammer 
and Sickle Medal was presen- 
ted to Vassili Degtyaryov in 
1940 for his work in designing 
small arms. 

The Hermitage Art Museum 
is known all over the world. 
Founded in 1764 as a private 
collection of Empress Catherine 
the Great, it was opened to the 
public in 1852. Today it is also 
a major research centre. 

Academician Boris Piotrov- 
sky, archeologist and orientol- 
ogist, has been the director of 
the Hermitage Museum for the 
last quarter of a century. He 
conducted excavations in 
Egypt, restored a whole range 
of monuments dating back to 
the Old Kingdom and discov- 
ered the state of Urartu, an early 
civilisation of the first millen- 
nium B.C. located on the 


present-day territory of the 
USSR. He is the author of 
dozens of books on history, art 
and archeology. He is an hon- 
orary member of many acad- 
emies in other countries. 

But his main love is the 
Hermitage Museum, — which 
welcomes millions of visitors 
every year. The masterpieces 
displayed in it are not only of 
monetary value. They help 
teach people about beauty and 
harmony. 

In 1978 the title of Hero of 
Socialist Labour was conferred 
on Boris Piotrovsky for his out- 
standing contribution to the de- 
velopment of culture in the 
USSR and archeological dis- 
coveries which have helped 
extend our knowledge of the 
past of our country and the 
peoples inhabiting it. 


MEDAL FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS 
IN LABOUR, LABOUR DISTINCTION MEDAL 
AND LABOUR VETERAN MEDAL 





The Medal for Outstanding 


Achievements in Labour and 
the Labour Distinction Medal 
were established by a Decree of 
the Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on December 
27. 1938. and the’ Labour 
Veteran Medal, by a Decree 
dated January 18, 1974. The in- 
signia are made of silver, 
tombac and enamel. Over seven 
million people have been award- 
ed these medals. 


The Medal for Outstanding 
Achievements in Labour and 
the Labour Distinction Medal 
are awarded for selfless work 
and excellent achievements in 
labour. The Labour Veteran 
Medal is bestowed for con- 
scientious labour in the national 
economy, in the field of re- 
search, culture, public edu- 
cation, in state institutions and 
public organisations over a long 
period of time. 

The Medal for Outstanding 
Achievements in Labour and 





the Labour Distinction Medal 
may be bestowed on persons 
who are not citizens of the 
USSR. 

A group of 14 gas workers of 
the Podzemgaz Association 
were the first to be honoured 
with the Medal for Outstanding 
Achievements in Labour for the 
development of a technique for 
underground _ gasification of 
coal. 

The Alexandrov Song and 
Dance Ensemble of the Soviet 
Army is a large performance 
company of singers, musicians 
and dancers founded in 1928. 
Initially it was named the Red 
Army Song Ensemble. Its direc- 
tor from its founding until 1946 
was Alexander Alexandrov, a 
composer, the author of the 
Soviet National Anthem and a 
holder of the title of People’s 
Artist of the USSR. Since 1946 
it has been directed by his son 


Boris, who was also eventually 
named a People’s Artist of the 
USSR. 

The Ensemble is’ world- 
famous and has performed in 
some 30 countries and has re- 
ceived a number of inter- 
national prizes. It was the first 
to arrange and perform the 
well-known folk song Kalinka. 

The members of the 
Ensemble were among the first 
to be awarded the Labour 
Distinction Medal after its cre- 
ation. It was bestowed on them 
on the occasion of the tenth 
anniversary of the Ensemble’s 
founding. 

Later the Ensemble was 
honoured with military orders 
and awards from other socialist 
countries, 





MEDAL FOR VALOUR 
AND MEDAL FOR 
COMBAT SERVICE 





These medals were estab- 
lished by a Decree of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on October 17, 
1938. 

The Medal for Valour has 
been bestowed on close to five 
million persons and the Medal 
for Combat Service on more 








than five million. They are made 
of silver and enamel. 


The Medal for Valour is 
awarded for displays of personal 
courage and valour in the de- 
fence of the socialist Homeland 
and the state frontier of the 
USSR, and in the execution of 
military duty involving a risk to 
life. The Medal for Combat 
Service is bestowed for a 
person’s contribution to suc- 
cess in combat and enhance- 
ment of the combat readiness of 
military units. These medals 
may be awarded to persons 
who are not citizens of the 
USSR. 

The frontier guards 
N. Gulyayev and B. Grigoryev 
were the first to receive the 
Medal for Valour and the Medal 
for Combat Service on October 
19, 1938 for their brave per- 
formance in battles at Lake 
Khasan in July and August 
1938. 


lt was estimated that there 
were about 70,000 mines in the 
Gulf of Finland at the end of the 
Great Patriotic War and some of 
them are still being found even 


today. 

Combat engineers Yuri 
Kulinke and Alexander 
Stasenko extracted a lot of 


lethal “scrap metal’ from the 
seabed off the coast. of 
Leningrad. They would dive 
practically everyday at the risk 
of their lives. They removed 
close to 300 moored mines and 
unexploded artillery — shells. 
They were both awarded the 
Medal for Valour for courage 
and intrepidity displayed in the 
removal of mines from the bed 
of the Gulf of Finland. 











USHAKOV MEDAL 
AND NAKHIMOV 
MEDAL 








The Ushakov and Nakhimov 
Medals were established by a 
Decree of the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme _ Soviet = on 
March 3, 1944. The Ushakov 
Medal has been bestowed on 
over 15,000 and the Nakhimov 
Medal on over 13,000 men. The 
Ushakov Medal is made of 








silver and the Nakhimov Medal, 
of bronze. 


These medals are awarded to 
seamen, soldiers, petty cfficers, 
sergeants, michmans and prap- 
orshchiks (noncommissioned 
officers) of the Navy and naval 
units of the frontier guard ser- 
vice for courage and valour dis- 
played tn defence of the social- 
ist Homeland in the course of 
naval operations, in the exe- 
cution of military duty in con- 
ditions involving risk of life, in 
defence of the USSR’s sea 
frontiers, and for active 
assistance in the execution of 
combat missions by naval units. 

The first Nakhimov Medal 
was presented to Sergeant 
M. Kolosov on April 10, 1944 
for distinguished service with 
the Northern Fleet. 

Among the first to receive the 
Ushakov Medal were Michman 
S. Gorokhov, Michman V. Ste- 
panenko and Petty Officer 1st 
Class V. Shevbunov. The Medal 
was awarded to them on April 
20, 1944. 

In 1944 a motor mine- 
sweeper set off on a routine 
mission to clear a channel. 
Petty Officer Vladimir Tkachyov 
was on lookout duty. Suddenly 
he sighted a_ floating mine 
before the bows. Seizing a boat 
hook he carefully pushed the 
mine away. The sea was rather 
rough on that day and the deck 
was wet. It was rather difficult 
to retain balance and at the 


same time to push the lethal 
charge farther away from the 
side of the craft. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Viadimir Tkachyov was award- 
ed the Ushakov Medal for his 
bravery and quick-wittedness 
in saving his craft in a danger- 
Ous Situation. 








PARTISAN MEDAL 








The Partisan Medal was es- 
tablished by a Decree of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on February 2, 
1943. The Partisan Medal, 1st 
and 2nd Class, was awarded to 
127,000 fighters. The Partisan 
Medal, 1st Class, is made of 
silver and 2nd Class, of brass. 
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The Partisan Medal, 1st and 
2nd Class, was awarded to par- 
tisan fighters, commanders of 
partisan detachments and organ- 
isers of the partisan movement 
during the Great Patriotic War 
for intrepidity, staunchness and 
courage in the struggle to lib- 
erate the Soviet Union behind 
the fines of the German 
invaders. 

The partisan movement took 
shape very soon after the out- 
break of the Great Patriotic War. 
In a short time the movement of 
people’s avengers assumed 
tremendous proportions. This 
compelled Hitler to sign Secret 
Directive No. 46 on August 18, 
1942. But the armed resistance 
of the people grew. More and 
more men and women were 
joining the ranks of the partisan 
forces. Some 6,200 partisan 
formations and underground 
groups fought the invaders in 
the occupied part of the Soviet 
Union. 

The partisan forces contrib- 
uted substantially to the suc- 
cess of the Soviet Army’s of- 
fensive operations. For instance, 
in 1943 the partisans started rail 
warfare. Over 100,000 people's 
avengers took part in it. They 
derailed 40,000 freight cars, de- 
stroyed 6,500 bridges and more 
than 22,000 motor vehicles. 
Yefim Ostapenko was the first 
to be honoured with the 
Partisan Medal. He was the 
chief of staff of a partisan de- 
tachment tn the Ukraine. 


























MEDAL FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
ON THE USSR STATE FRONTIER 





The Medal was established by 
a Decree of the Presidium of 
the USSR Supreme Soviet on 
July 13. 1950. It has been be- 
stowed on some 50,000 service- 
men. It is made of German 
silver. 


The Medal is awarded to 
frontier guards, servicemen of 
the USSR Armed Forces and 
civilians for feats performed and 
special services rendered in de- 
fence of the USSR’s state 
borders. 

The Soviet Union borders on 


12 countries. Its sea frontiers 
are washed by 12 seas of three 
oceans. The total length of its 
frontiers is 67,000 kilometres. 
They are defended by the fron- 
tier guards. The Frontier Guard 
Directorate of the State Security 
Committee of the USSR exer- 
cises direct control of these 
units. That is why the Medal is 
awarded by the Chairman of the 
State Security Committee of the 





USSR acting in the name of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet. 


The Medal for Distinguished 
Service on the USSR State 
Frontier was first awarded on 
August 22, 1950 to Senior 
Lieutenant D. Ignatyev, Ser- 
geant-Major G. Gordeyev and 
V. Ageichenko, a farmer. 

Though international _re- 
lations have definitely improved 
in the last few years, the frontier 
guards must still be vigilant. 
Sometimes gun shots are fired 
along the border, and there are 
constant attempts to smuggle 
drugs across it, to get national 
treasures out of the country and 
to bring weapons into it. 


For instance, in 1988 the 
press reported a story about 
frontier guards seizing a large 
batch of narcotics in transit 
from Pakistan to Western 
Europe. Several hundred kilo- 
grammes of hashish and opium 
were hidden in a container with 
furs. Hoping that the Soviet 
authorities would overlook pack- 
ages conveyed in transit via the 
USSR, the smugglers did not 
know that frontier control was 
particularly strict about goods 
bound for Europe. 


In 1989 a large group of 
drug-traffickers was apprehen- 
ded as a result of cooperation 
between Soviet and Canadian 
frontier guard services. Their 
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dangerous cargo was con- 
fiscated. 

Drug addiction is a serious 
problem in many countries. The 
Soviet frontier guard service 
has been working in close 
cooperation with Interpol and 
the frontier guard services of 
other countries to thwart the 
attempts of the illegal inter- 
national narcotics business. 
Eight frontier guards and mem- 
bers of the customs services 
have been awarded the Medal 
for Distinguished Service on 
the USSR State Frontier for 
their contribution to these 
operations. 
























These medals were estab- 
lished by Decrees of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on October 28, 
1974 and on May 20, 1976, re- 
spectively. The Distinguished 
Military Service Medal has 
been awarded over 50,000 times 
and the Veteran Serviceman’s 
Medal, more than 500,000 
times. They are made of brass, 
nickel silver, tombac’- and 
enamel. 


The Distinguished Miilitary 
Service Medal, Ist and 2nd 
Class, is awarded to servicemen 
of the Soviet Army and Navy 
and to frontier guards and inter- 
nal troops for outstanding 
achievements in combat train- 
ing and political education, for 
displays of valour and gallantry 
during active service. 

The Veteran Serviceman’s 
Medal is awarded to service- 
men of the Soviet Army and 
Navy and to frontier guards and 
internal troops for impeccable 
service in the Armed Forces of 
the USSR over a period of 25 or 
more years. 





DISTINGUISHED MILITARY SERVICE MEDAL 
AND VETERAN SERVICEMAN’S MEDAL 





These medals are awarded in 
the name of the Presidium of 
the USSR Supreme Soviet by 
the Minister of Defence of the 
USSR, the Minister of the 
Interior of the USSR or the 
Chairman of the State Security 
Committee of the USSR. 

Private Anatoli Spirin was the 
first to win the Distinguished 
Military Service Medal, 1st 
Class. He was honoured with it 
on May 24, 1975 for courage 
and valour displayed in the 
capture of highly dangerous 
criminals. 

The Distinguished Military 
Service Medal, 2nd Class, was 
also first awarded in 1975. 














MEDAL FOR 
STRENGTHENING 
COMBAT 
COOPERATION 






MEDAL FOR THE RESTORATION OF IRON AND 
STEEL INDUSTRIES OF THE SOUTH AND MEDAL 
FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE COAL MINING 
INDUSTRIES IN THE DONBAS 








This Medal was estalished by 
a Decree of the Presidium of 
the USSR Supreme Soviet on 
May 25, 1979. It has been 
awarded to more than 5,000 ser- 
vicemen. It is made of tombac 
and enamel. 

The Medal for Strengthening 
Combat Cooperation is award- 
ed to servicemen, the personne! 
of state security bodies and 
mintstries of the interior, and to 
other citizens of the Warsaw 
Treaty member countries, other 
socialist and friendly states for 
strengthening combat coopera- 
tion. 

The medal is awarded in the 
name of the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet by the 
Minister of Defence of the 
USSR, the Minister of the 
Interior of the USSR and the 
Chairman of the USSR State 
Security Committee. 

Most of the medals were 
awarded to servicemen of the 
Warsaw Treaty member coun- 
tries (the Warsaw Treaty was 
signed at Warsaw on May 14, 
1955 by eight socialist coun- 
tries of Eastern Europe). 








These medals were. estab- 
lished by Decrees of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on May 18, 
1948 and September 10, 1947, 
respectively. They were award- 
ed to a total of 115.060 persons. 
They are made of brass. 


They were bestowed on 
workers and office employees 


for outstanding effort in the 
work to restore the tron and 
steel and coal mining industries 
in the Donbas. 

When the Soviet forces drove 


the Nazi invaders out of the 
Donbas in 1943 they found the 
coal pits there in a demol- 
ished state. The USSR’s des- 
perate need for coal made it 
vital to restore them as quickly 
as possible. Coal was essential 
for the production of steel, an 
indispensable war material. The 
restoration was started, though 
the enemy was still tn fairly 
close proximity. Tamara 
Dzhaparidze, chief engineer, 
did not know where to start. 
There was no equipment, elec- 
tricity was in short supply, and 
there was hardly any man- 
power. She had to work round 
the clock. Yet the work teams 
managed to accomplish what 
seemed impossible, and tn a 
few months the pits were al- 
ready producing coal. 

Many miners of the Donbas 
were awarded orders’ and 
medals for their outstanding 
work. Tamara Dzhaparidze who 
headed the restoration work 
was honoured with the Order of 
the Red Banner of Labour. She 
was also one of the first women 
to win the Medal for the 
Restoration of the Coal Mining 
Industries in the Donbas. 





MEDAL FOR RECLAMATION OF VIRGIN LANDS, 
MEDAL FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE BAIKAL- 
AMUR RAILWAY, MEDAL FOR RECLAMATION OF 
THE NON-BLACK SOIL REGION, AND MEDAL FOR 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE WEST SIBERIAN 
MINERAL DEPOSITS AND OIL-AND-GAS 


COMPLEX 
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These medals were estab- 
lished by Decrees of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on October 20, 
1956, October 8, 1976, 
September 30, 1977 and July 28, 
1978, respectively. They were 
awarded to one and a half mil- 
lion people. The insignia are 
made of brass and tombac. 

These medals were bestowed 


on those who took an active 
part in the reclamation of virgin 
and long-untilled lands in 
Kazakhstan, Siberia, the Urals, 
the Volga region and_ the 
Northern Caucasus; those who 
built the Batkal-Amur Railway; 
and on_ workers, collective 
farmers and office employees 
who helped develop farming in 
the Non-Black Sail region, and 
who took part in the develop- 
ment of the West Siberian mi- 
neral deposits and the oil-and- 
gas complex. 


Early in 1954 several hundred 
thousand young men_= and 
women went to Kazakhstan to 
reclaim the virgin lands. In three 
years they brought under 
plough close to 36 million hec- 
tares of land that produced tens 
of millions of tons of grain. 

The pioneers who have been 
developing the practically un- 
explored regions of Siberia are 
working in difficult climatic 
conditions. Many of them have 
been honoured with orders and 
medals. 


In the late 1960s large oil 
deposits were found in the ex- 
treme North within the Arctic 
Circle. In keeping with tradi- 
tion, the fields are usually 
named after the person who 
discovered them. One of the 
fields was named after Vadim 
Bovanenko, a geologist who 
perished while engaged in pros 





pecting. Though it was Valeri 
Rostovtsev who discovered the 
deposits, he proposed that the 
field be named after his friend. 
In the beginning the pros- 
pectors found only water. Even 
after penetrating 19 beds they 
still failed to get any oil. There 
was practically no hope that the 
last, twentieth, bed would have 
oil. The ministry proposed that 
the drilling there be stopped, 
because the cost was becoming 
prohibitive. But Valeri Rostovt- 
sev was sure that he would find 
oil and decided to see it through. 
He cut off his radio (simulating a 


communication failure), and 
continued to drill the well. A few 
hours later the team struck oil. 
Valeri Rostovtsev was one of 
the first to earn the Medal for the 
Development of the West 
Siberian Mineral Deposits and 
Oil-and-Gas Complex. 





MEDAL FOR EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE IN 


THE MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ORDER, FIRE 


FIGHTING MEDAL AND MEDAL FOR RESCUING 
PEOPLE FROM DROWNING 





These medals were _ estab- 
lished by Decrees of the 
Presidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet on November 1, 1950. 
February 16, 1957 and October 
31, 1957, respectively. They 
have been bestowed on close to 
75,000 persons. They are made 
of German silver and other non- 
ferrous metals. 


These medals are awarded for 
maintenance of public order, for 
fighting crime, for displays of 
valour and intrepidity in 
preventing explosions and 
extinguishing fires, and for 
rescuing people from drowning. 
The Medal for Rescuing People 
from Drowning may be be- 
stowed on foreign citizens as 
well. 


When the Kropases went to 
work, they left their three child- 
ren at home in the village of 
Lescukali, Lithuania: Rasa, 
aged three; Vaclovas, aged one; 





and Nerius, aged six, their 
eldest son, who was to look 
after his younger sister and 
brother. As soon as their par- 
ents departed the kids turned 
on TV to watch cartoons. Soon, 
however, the TV set began to 
burn and the fire spread to the 
whole house. Nerius climbed 
out of the window, opened the 
door from outside and carried 
his younger brother and sister 
out of the burning house. 

On January 25, 1989 the 
Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of the Lithuanian SSR 
issued a Decree awarding 
Nerius Kropas with the Fire 
Fighting Medal for his act of 
courage and _ selflessness in 
saving his younger brother and 
sister. 


MEDAL FOR THE 
DEFENCE OF THE 
CAUCASUS AND 


MEDAL FOR THE DEFENCE OF LENINGRAD, 
MEDAL FOR THE DEFENCE OF MOSCOW AND 
MEDAL FOR THE DEFENCE OF KIEV 





These medals were estab- 
lished by Decrees of the Pre- 
sidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet on December 22, 1942, 
May 1, 1944 and June 21, 1961, 
respectively. They were awar- 
ded to close to 3,430,000 per- 
sons. They are made of brass. 


All those who took part in the 
defence of the above cities 
were awarded these medals. 
They were bestowed both on 
servicemen and civilians who 
took a direct part in the battles 
for these cities. The Medal for 
the Defence of Moscow was 
also awarded to the partisan 
fighters in Moscow Region and 
the defenders of the town of 
Tula. The Medal for _ the 
Defence of Kiev was also given 
to the underground fighters in 
Kiev and the partisans of Kiev 
Region. 


By July 1941 the Wehrmacht 
had forced its way to the out- 








skirts of 


Leningrad. On 
September 8 the city was block- 
aded. All the land routes con- 
necting it with the rest of the 
country were cut off. The siege 
of Leningrad lasted 900 days. 
During this period the enemy 
dropped over 107,000 bombs 
on the city and fired over 
150,000 heavy artillery shells at 
it. Hundreds of thousands of 
Leningraders died of hunger 
and cold, or were killed by the 
bombardment. But the city held 
out. A Red Army offensive fin- 
ally lifted the siege of Leningrad 
in January 1944. On May 1, 
1945 the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet issued a 
Decree conferring the title of 
Hero City on Leningrad. The 
Medal for the Defence of 
Leningrad was bestowed on 
1,470,000 persons. 





MEDAL FOR THE 
DEFENCE OF THE 


SOVIET POLAR REGION 





These medals were estab- 
lished by Decrees of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on May 1, 1944 
and May 12, 1944, respectively. 
They were bestowed on more 
than 1,220,000 persons. The 
medals are made of brass. 


The above medals were 
awarded both to servicemen 
and civilians who took a direct 
part in the defence of these 
regions. 











The Sredni Peninsula is a tiny 
piece of rocky land washed by 
the Barents Sea. It is at the 
entrance to Petsamo, an ice- 
free port within the Arctic 
Circle. During the Great 
Patriotic War it was seized by 
the Nazis. A heavy coastal de- 
fence battery was positioned 
there. It was under the com- 
mand of Fyodor Ponochevny 
for the entire war. The battery 
would open fire on surface tar- 
gets attempting to enter or 
leave the Nazi-occupied port of 
Petsamo. 

The coastal defence forces 
effectively prevented the enemy 
from taking this vital area. 
Several units defending the 
peninsula were awarded the 
Order of the Red Banner. All 
the officers and men of the 
Northern Fleet and the Karelian 
Front, and the civilians who 
contributed to the war effort in 
that zone were awarded the 
Medal for the Defence of the 
Soviet Polar Region. 








MEDAL FOR THE DEFENCE OF ODESSA, 
MEDAL FOR THE DEFENCE OF SEVASTOPOL 
AND MEDAL FOR THE DEFENCE OF STALINGRAD 


These medals were estab- 
lished by Decrees of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on Decem- 
ber 22, 1942. Close to 840,000 
persons were awarded 
these medals. They are made of 
brass. 


These medals were awarded 
to all servicemen and civilians 
who took a direct part in the 
defence of Odessa, Sevastopol 
and Stalingrad (now Volgo- 
grad). 

The Inkerman Quarries are lo- 
cated where the Chyornaya 
River flows into the Northern 
Harbour. In ancient times the 
stone produced from them was 
used for building palaces in 
Athens, Rome, Constantinople 
and Naples. 

When the Great Patriotic War 
broke out in 1941 a whole 
underground town was built in 
these quarries. The space was 
used for hospitals, a factory, a 
school and even a club. There 
was also a big ammunition 


depot in them. Then the enemy 
besieged Sevastopol. 

After the third assault on the 
city the Nazis took Inkerman on 
June 27, 1942 and blocked the 
exit from the adits. The surviv- 
ing defenders had no choice 
but to blow up the ammunition 
depot to keep it out of Nazi 
hands. 

Lieutenant Prokofi Sayenko, 
chief of the arsenal, assembled 
his men and ordered them to 
fight their way to Khersoness. 
Lieutenant Sayenko and his as- 
sistant Captain Zudin alone re- 
mained behind. 

When they blew up the am- 
munition depot on the night of 
June 29, 1942 a huge piece of 
rock exploded, burying nearly 
100 Nazi tanks under it. 

Thousands of the defenders 
of Sevastopol were awarded 
the Medal for Defence of 
Sevastopol for courage, valour 
and heroism displayed in the 
battles for the city. 
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MEDAL FOR VICTORY OVER GERMANY IN THE 
GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR OF 1941-1945, MEDAL 
FOR VICTORY OVER JAPAN, AND MEDAL FOR 
ASSIDUOUS LABOUR EFFORT IN THE GREAT 





—_ > 











PATRIOTIC WAR OF 1941-1945 


These medals were estab- 
lished by Decrees of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on May 9, 1945, 
September 30, 1945 and June 6, 
1945 respectively. They were 
awarded to over 32 million 
people. The medals are made of 
brass and copper. 


These medals were bestowed 
on all servicemen, civilian em- 
ployees of the Armed Forces 
who took part in action on the 
battlefronts of the Great 
Patriotic War and against the 
Japanese militarists, and also 
on all civilians who contributed 
to the Soviet Union's victory 
with their labour. 


The war that was forced on 
the Soviet Union disrupted the 
peaceful life of the people. 
Industry had to be converted to 
war production. Over 16 million 
civilians who devoted their ef- 
forts to the achievement of vic- 
tory were honoured with the 
Medal for Asstduous Labour 











Effort in the Great Patriotic War 
of 1941-1945. 

When the collapse of Nazi 
Germany marked the end of 
hostilities in Europe, mititarist 
Japan had no intention of sur- 
rendering. It still hoped either to 


win a campaign under 
favourable conditions or to 
secure peace on acceptable 
terms. That was why it rejected 
the ultimatum presented to It by 
the USA, Great Britain and 
China on July 26, 1945. In 
keeping with the commitments 
assumed by the Soviet govern- 
ment at the Big Three Summit 
Conference in the Crimea, the 
USSR declared war on Japan 
on August 9,1945. 

The Soviet Army fought to 
liberate the people of 
Manchuria and North Korea, 
1e., more than 60 million 
people inhabiting an area of 1.6 
million square kilometres, from 
the Japanese occupation. 

Three hundred and eight 
thousand Soviet officers and 


men were honoured with orders 
and medals for their contri- 
bution to the victory of this 
campaign. Eighty-seven were 
awarded the title of Hero of the 
Soviet Union. Many officers 
and men of the Mongolian 
People’s Army who fought side 
by side with their Soviet 
comrades-in-arms were also 
awarded Soviet orders and 
medals. The Medal for Victory 
over Japan was bestowed on 
1,818,000 persons. 























MEDAL FOR THE CAPTURE OF BUDAPEST, 
MEDAL FOR THE CAPTURE OF KOENIGSBERG, 
MEDAL FOR THE CAPTURE OF VIENNA, AND 
MEDAL FOR THE CAPTURE OF BERLIN 





These medals were estab- 
lished by Decrees of _ the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on June 9, 1945 
and May 5, 1945. They were be- 
stowed on a total of more than 
2,480,000 persons. They are 
made of brass. 

These medals were bestowed 
on servicemen who took a 
direct part in the heroic assaults 
on these cities and the officers 
who directed the operations for 
their capture. 

The Nazi force which held 
Budapest numbered 250,000 
officers and men. They held out 
against the Soviet forces for 
100 days. The Hungarian cap- 
ital was finally completely en- 
circled on December 20, 1944. 
The enemy was cleared out of it 
on February 13, 1945. 

Koenigsberg was a formid- 
able fortress defended by 
130,000 officers and men. The 
operation for the taking of that 
city was launched on January 
23, 1945 and ended on April 


10, 1945. Ninety-two thousand 
German officers and men were 
taken prisoner. In keeping with 
the decisions of the Potsdam 
Summit Conference, Koenigs- 
berg (now Kaliningrad) and se- 
veral other regions of what was 
formerly East Prussia were 
made a part of the Soviet 
Union. 

On April 13, 1945 the 
Second and Third Ukrainian 
Fronts cleared Vienna of Nazi 
forces. Thirty-two enemy divi- 
sions had been routed. One 
hundred and thirty thousand 
Nazi officers and men were 
taken prisoner. Before launch- 
ing the assault on the city the 
Soviet government issued a 
statement saying that the USSR 
“has no intention of acquiring 
any part of Austrian territory or 
changing Austria's social 
system. The USSR’s position 
helped Austria restore and 
strengthen her statehood. 

Berlin, the citadel of Nazi 





Germany, was taken as a result 
of a heroic assault. On April 30, 
1945 the Red Flag of Victory 
was hoisted over the Reichstag. 
The attacking Soviet force com- 
prised 2.5 million officers and 
men, 6,250 tanks and assault 
guns, 7,500 aircraft, and some 
42,000 artillery pieces. Over 
1,090,000 officers and men 
were awarded the Medal for the 
Capture of Berlin. 


MEDAL FOR THE LIBERATION OF BELGRADE, 
MEDAL FOR THE LIBERATION OF WARSAW, AND 
MEDAL FOR THE LIBERATION OF PRAGUE 


These medals were estab- 
lished by a Decree of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on June 9Q, 
1945. They were awarded to 
1,155,000 persons. They are 
made of brass. 

These medals were bestowed 
on the servicemen who directly 
participated in the assaults on 
these cities and their liberation, 
and also on officers who direc- 
ted these military operations. 

On September 28, 1944 
Soviet, Bulgarian and 
Yugoslavian forces launched an 
offensive on a frontage of 600 
km to liberate the capital of 
Yugoslavia. After three weeks 
of bloody fighting, Belgrade 
was finally liberated near the 
end of the day on October 20. 
Soviet combat engineers re- 
moved 6,500 mines and de- 
mined seven big ammunition 
depots in an effort to save 
monuments of historic, cultural 
and architectural significance. 
Twenty units which took part in 





the operation for the tiberation 


of the city were named 
Belgrade units. 

On January 17, 1945 the 
Soviet Army pushed the Nazis 
out of Warsaw. Six hundred 
thousand Soviet officers and 
men lost their lives in battles to 
liberate Poland. One thousand 
six hundred and _ sixty-seven 
officers and men were 
honoured with the title of Hero 
of the Soviet Union. Thirty-six 
thousand were awarded Polish 
orders and medals. 

Though Berlin was taken on 
May 2, a big Nazi force of 
900,000 officers and men was 
still holding Czechoslovak ter- 
ritory. On May 6-11, 1945 the 
First, Second and _ Fourth 
Ukrainian Fronts executed the 
Prague Operation. As a result, 
the capital of Czechoslovakia 
was liberated and 860,000 Nazi 
officers and men were taken 
prisoner. 











MEDAL IN HONOUR OF 
THE CENTENARY OF 
LENIN'S BIRTH 





Actually two medals were es- 
tablished on this occasion by a 
Decree of the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet dated 
November 5, 1969. One was for 
distinguished labour effort and 
another for distinguished ser- 
vice in the Armed Forces. Close 
to eleven million people have 
been honoured with these 
medals. They are made of brass. 

The Jubilee Medal was 
awarded to advanced workers, 
collective farmers, specialists, 
scientists and workers of culture 
for outstanding achievements in 
labour, and also to servicemen 
for excellent marks in combat 
training and political education. 

Mikhail Chikh, a miner and 
two-time recipient of the title of 
Hero of Socialist Labour, was 
one of those who initiated the 
movement for producing 1,000 
tons of coal a day in the 1970s. 
In 1969 he was one of the first 
people in Rostov Region to be 
honoured with the Jubilee 
Medal. 

Today Mikhail Chikh leads a 
team of miners at the Maiskaya 
Pit. In 1981 he was awarded a 
State Prize of the USSR. 
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| JUBILEE MEDALS ESTABLISHED ON THE 


OCCASION OF THE 20th, 30th AND 40th 
ANNIVERSARIES OF VICTORY IN THE GREAT 


PATRIOTIC WAR 


These medals were estab- 
lished by Decrees of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on May 7, 1965, 
April 25, 1975 and April 12, 
1985, respectively. They are all 
made of brass. 


The above medals were be- 
stowed on those who fought in 
the Great Patriotic War against 
Nazi Germany and in the war 
against militarist Japan, 1.e., on 
servicemen, civilian employees 
of the Armed Forces, partisans, 
underground fighters and ci- 
vilans who contributed to the 
war effort. The medals issued 
on the occasion of the 30th and 
40th anniversaries of the victory 
over Nazi Germany were made 
in two versions: the reverse side 
of one bore the inscription, 
“Participant in the war,” and of 
the other, “Participant in the 
labour front.” 

It is known that the Soviet 





Union bore the main brunt of 
the war against Nazi Germany, 
as is shown by the fact that the 
Soviet forces routed 607 divi- 
sions of the fascist bloc, while 
the Western Allies defeated 176 
divisions. 

These jubilee medals were 
issued to more than 40 million 
Soviet and foreign citizens. 
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JUBILEE MEDALS ES- 
TABLISHED ON’ THE 
OCCASION OF THE 
20th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 
60th AND 70th AN- 
NIVERSARIES OF THE 
USSR ARMED FORCES, 
AND JUBILEE MEDAL 
MARKING THE 50th 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SOVIET MILITIA 


The above medals were es- 
tablished by Decrees of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on January 24, 
1938. February 22, 1948, 
December 18, 1957, December 
26, 1967, January 28, 1977, 
January 28, 1988 and November 
20, 1967, respectively. They are 
made of silver, brass, copper- 
nickel alloy and enamel. 


The Medal marking the 20th 
anniversary of the Workers’ and 
Peasants’ Red Army was award- 
ed to regular command person- 
nel of the Army and Navy, 
servicemen who served more 
than 20 years, Civil War 
veterans, and also those who 
were awarded the Order of the 
Red Banner for distinguished 
service in the Civil War. It was 


bestowed on some 37,000 
persons. 
The other Jubilee Medals 


were awarded to regular ser- 
vicemen of the USSR Armed 
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Forces, persons who took part 
in hostilities in defence of the 
USSR and carried out their 
internationalist duty, persons 
who were honoured” with 
orders, or the Medal for Valour, 
the Ushakov Medal, the Medal 
for Combat Service, the Medal 
for Distinguished Service on 




















the USSR State Frontier, the 
Nakhimov Medal, and_ the 
Distinguished Mititary Service 
Medal. 

The Jubilee Medal marking 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Soviet Militia was bestowed on 
privates and officers of the mi- 
litia who were in the service by 





November 21, 1967, and also 
on those who were retired or on 
reserve lists after 25 or more 
years of service. 
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MEDAL ESTABLISHED ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
800th ANNIVERSARY OF MOSCOW, MEDAL 
MARKING THE 250th ANNIVERSARY OF 
LENINGRAD AND MEDAL IN MEMORY OF THE 
1500th ANNIVERSARY OF KIEV 





These medals were estab- 
lished by Decrees of the 
Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet on September 
20, 1947, May 16, 1957 and May 
10, 1982, respectively. They 
were bestowed on about four 
million people. They are made 
of copper, brass and other non- 
ferrous metals. 


These medals were presented 
to persons who lived in these 
cities and who took part in their 
restoration and reconstruction, 
and also those who participated 
in the defence of Moscow and 
Leningrad and in the liberation 
of Kiev. The underground figh- 
ters of Kiev were also entitled to 
the Jubilee Medal. 

Moscow, Leningrad and Kiev 
are regarded as the three cap- 
itals of our state. From 882 to 
1132 Kiev was the political and 
cultural centre of Kievan Rus, 
an early feudal state which took 
shape in Eastern Europe be- 





tween the eighth and ninth 
centuries as a result of the unifi- 
cation of East Slav tribes. Today 
Kiev is the capital of the Soviet 
Ukraine. 

St. Petersburg (Leningrad 
since 1924) was founded by 
Peter the Great, Emperor of 
Russia. With the exception of 
four years from 1728 to 1732, it 
was the capital of the Russian 
state from 1712 to 1918. It was 
the cradle of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution. 

Moscow is the present cap- 
ital of the USSR. It was found- 
ed by Prince Yuri Dolgoruky. 
The first written mention of 
Moscow dates back to 1147. In 
the last quarter of the 15th cen- 
tury it became the capital of the 
centralised Russian state. 
Though St. Petersburg became 
the capital in the early 18th 
century, Moscow remained an 
important political, administra- 





tive and cultural centre, and 
was regarded as the second ca- 
pital of the Empire. The people 
have always singled out these 
cities. That was why medals 
were established in honour of 
their jubilees. 


